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TAGS: MILL TW 

SUBJECT: US FORCE REDUCTIONS 

REFS: (A) TAIPEI 8349 (191045Z DEC 76);(B) COMUSTDC 
TAIPEI 190306Z DEC 76; (C) CINCPAC 180309Z DEC 76; 

(D) JCS 8771/020154Z DEC 76; (E) SECDEF 2829/1 11432Z 
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1 . SUMMARY. THIS MESSAGE PROVIDES GUIDANCE ON QUESTIONS 
POSED BY REFS A, B AND C CONCERNING THE PHASEDOWN OF 
SHU LIN KOU AIR STATION (SLKAS) AND PA RESPONSES ON US 
MILITARY STRENGTH ON TAIWAN. 
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2. THE PA GUIDANCE IN REF E IS NOT TO BE USED AT THIS 
TIME. IN VIEW OF AFP ARTICLE QUOTED IN REF B MEDIA 
QUESTIONS ON THE MISSION OF SLKAS SHOULD BE ANSWERED AS 
FOLLOWS: QUOTE: SHU LIN KOU IS A US ARMED FORCES COM- 
MUNICATIONS FACILITY WHICH IS PART OF A WORLD-WIDE MILI- 
TARY COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK. UNQUOTE. QUESTIONS WHICH 
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GO BEYOND THIS MISSION STATEMENT SHOULD BE REFERRED TO 
WASHINGTON. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO QUERIES ON WHETHER SLK WILL BE CLOSED 
(PARA 3A OF REF A), YOU SHOULD STATE: "ALTHOUGH THE STA- 
TION WILL NOT BE CLOSED AT THIS TIME, SOME UNITS WILL BE 
PHASED OUT." (AS INDICATED IN REF D, REDUCTIONS SHOULD BE 
RELATED TO BUDGETARY AND MANPOWER CONSIDERATIONS RATHER 
THAN TECHNOLOGICAL IMPROVEMENTS.) NO FURTHER COMMENT 
SHOULD BE OFFERED. 

4. SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST STORY HAS NOT APPEARED IN 
US MEDIA AND NO PRESS QUESTIONS HAVE BEEN ASKED. IF SLK 
PHASEDOWN QUESTIONS OCCUR, WE WILL USE SAME GUIDANCE 
PROVIDED TO YOU. 

5. THE RESPONSE TO QUESTION 4 PARA 7, REF D, IS REVISED 
AS FOLLOWS: 

Q: HOW MANY US MILITARY PERSONNEL ARE ON TAIWAN? 

A: SOMEWHAT LESS THAN 2,000 AT PRESENT. (WHEN 
NUMBER FALLS BELOW 1,600, COMUSTDC SHOULD SEEK FURTHER 
GUIDANCE. OUR PURPOSE IN USING THIS GENERAL FIGURE IS 
TO AVOID CONFUSION ARISING FROM THE USE OF MORE SPECIFIC 
FIGURES BY A VARIETY OF DIFFERENT SPOKESMEN RESPONDING 
TO DIFFERENT QUESTIONS OVER AN EXTENDED PERIOD OF TIME.) 


KISSINGER 
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